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‘FOREIGNERS’ SHINE IN SUCCESSFUL LAS VEGAS WORLD MEET

Las Vegas – The 2009 WTBA Women’s World Championships, staged on the 60 lanes installed in  the Cashman Center in Las Vegas, the site of the recent USBC Championships, attracted a healthy entry of 45 nations in six games each of Singles, Doubles, Trios and Five-Women Team events, alternating on short and medium oil patterns, with the top 24 in All Events qualifying for the Masters.

Coming into the event for the first time were play-offs for the top four in each event to decide the gold, silver and two bronze medals.
Team USA’s Stefanie Nation topped the standings after the six games on short oil with 1,361, four pins ahead of Sandra Gongora of Mexico. Third and fourt qualifiers for the play-offs were Anja Ginge Jensen of Denmark (1,347) and Finland’s Krista Pollanen (1,345)

The semi-finals saw Nation defeat Pollanen, 220-195, and Gongora trounce Jensen, 258-209, but those double centuries disappeared in a low scoring final, Nation emerging the gold medal winner, 167-131, over Gongora.
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The Koreans dominated the Doubles, taking the top two positions after the six games on medium oil, their lead pairing of Son Yun-Hee and Hong Su-Yen leading the field with 2,616 and Gang Hye-Eun and Hwang Sun-Ok just three pins back on 2,613. Third place was held by Denmark’s Anne Gales and Rikke Holm Rasmussen with 2,608 and fourth place was claimed by Carol Gianotti and Ann-Maree Putney of Australia, 2,570.

The medals, however, saw the gold go to Hwang and Gang and Gianotti and Putney took home the silver. That left the bronze medals in the hands of Gales and Rasmussen and Hong and Son, so the original leaders dropped from gold to bronze.

The talented ‘spinners’ from Chinese Taipei came into the picture in Trios, placing second in the overall standings but defeating the United States in the play-offs, 660-602, after taking out Denmark, 610-605, in the semi-finals. The other semi-final match saw the United States defeat Japan, 742-659. Bronze medals, therefore, for Denmark and Japan.

The United States were denied gold yet again in the five-women Team event, this time by the Koreans with a convincing win in the final, 1,175-1,071. The Americans advanced to the final after beating Singapore’s quintet, 1,035-974, whilst the Koreans ousted Sweden, 1,041-974.

Justice for the Koreans, who had topped the standings with 6,604.

With 24 games under their belts, the All Events saw Clara Guerrero of Colombia win gold on 5,330, a 222.08 average. Silver went to Helen Johnsson of Sweden (5,278) and bronze won by Carolyn Dorin-Ballard of the United States (5,195), who stated afterwards that she didn’t even know that All Events medals were there to be won.

The leading 16 players from the All Events table set forth on the treasure trail for the final medals of the 2009 event, competing in head-to-head best of five game matches, top seeds against the lowest.

All Events leader Clara Guerrero won her way through to the final by defeating Malaysia’s Siti Afiyah, 3-2, then Putty Armein of Indonesia, 3-1, before conquering Son Yun-Hee of Korea in the semi-finals, 3-0, to win a place in the final.

Her opponent was destined to be Hwang Sun-Ok who had to defeat team-mate Jeon Hun-Hee in the semi-finals after taking out two Americans, Stefanie Nation in the opening round and Liz Johnson in the quarterfinal, both matches 3-0.

The final went the distance and it came to be 3-2 in favour of Guerrero, 203-182 in the final game.

Gold, then, for Colombia, and Korea taking all three remaining medals.

Final Standings – Singles: Gold, Stefanie Nation, United States; Silver, Sandra Gongora, Mexico; Bronze, Anja Ginge Jensen, Denmark and Krista Pollanen, Finland.

Doubles: Gold, Korea (Hwang Sun-Ok/Gang Hye-Eun); Silver, Australia (Carol Gianotti/Ann-Maree Putney); Bronze, Korea (Hong Su-Yeon/Son Yun-Hee) and Denmark (Anne Gales/Rikke Holm Rasmussen).

Trios: Gold, Chinese Taipei (Yang Hao-Ting, Tsai Hsin-Yi, Tang Ya-Chun); Silver, United States (Carolyn Dorin-Ballard, Liz Johnson, Stefanie Nation); Bronze, Denmark (Ann Gales, Kamilla Kjeldsen, Rikke Holm Rasmussen) and Japan (Ayano Katai, Maki Nakano, Nao Ohishi).

Team: Gold, Korea; Silver, United States; Bronze, Singapore and Sweden.

All Events: Gold, Clara Guerrero, Colombia; Silver, Helen Johnsson, Sweden; Bronze: Carolyn Dorin-Ballard, United States.

Masters: Gold, Clara Guerrero, Colombia; Silver, Hwang Sun-Ok, Korea; Bronze, Son Yun-Hee, Korea and Gang Hye-Eun, Korea.
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